
   

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM 
 

Melanoma Bridge 
Hotel Excelsior, Naples  

November 30th – December 2nd, 2017 
 

Opening ceremony on November 30th at Royal Continental Hotel 
 

 
*to be confirmed 
 
November 30th (Thursday) c/o Royal Continental Hotel 
 
18:00 – 18:45 Registration 
 
Session I – Opening ceremony 
18:45 – 19:15 A unifying model for cancer immune responsiveness (No CME), Francesco Marincola 
19:15 – 19:45 Opening lecture of Melanoma Bridge (No CME), Nicola Mozzillo 
Welcome cocktail 
 
 
December 1st (Friday)  c/o Hotel Excelsior 
 
08:30 – 09:00 Registration 
 
Session II - System biology Session in Melanoma 
Chairpersons: Carlo Bifulco, Ena Wang 
 
09:30 – 09:50 BIG News: The Obesity Paradox of Melanoma, Michael Davies 
09:50 – 10:10 Tumor and host genomics regulating immunotherapy efficacy, Thomas F. Gajewski 
10:10 – 10:30 Exosomes as messengers of radiation-induced tumor immunogenicity, Sandra Demaria 
10:30 – 10:50 Rational combination immunotherapy based on gene expression profiling, Jason Luke 
10:50 – 11:10 Discussion 
11:10 – 11:25 Break 
11:25 – 12:25 Oral Communications (NO CME)* 
12:25 – 13:25 Symposium - Title to be defined 
  Title to be defined, Michael Postow 
  Title to be defined, Paolo A. Ascierto 
13:25 – 13:40 Conclusions, Carlo Bifulco, Ena Wang 
13:40 – 14:25 Lunch 
 
Session III - Biomarkers Session 
Chairpersons: Giuseppe Masucci, Magdalena Thurin 
 
14:25 – 15:25 Symposium - Target Therapy - title to be defined 
  Title to be defined, Reinhard Dummer 

Title to be defined, Paolo A. Ascierto 
15:25 – 15:45 Biomarkers for checkpoint inhibition in melanoma: current knowledge and future directions, 

Claus Garbe 
15:45 – 16:05 B7-H3 as a target of antibody-based immunotherapy of malignant diseases, Soldano Ferrone 
 
 



   

16:05 – 16:25 Towards precision immunotherapy of solid tumors, Stephen Schoenberger 
16:25 – 16:45 Valuable biomarkers to direct therapy: are we any closer?, Janice Mehnert 
16:45 – 17:05 From adjuvant to neoadjuvant approach in melanoma, John Kirkwood 
17:05 – 17:25 Discussion 
 
17:25 – 17:40 Break 
17:40 – 18:40 Oral Communications (NO CME)* 
18:40 – 18:55 Conclusions, Giuseppe Masucci, Magdalena Thurin 
 
 
December 2nd (Saturday)  c/o Hotel Excelsior 
 
Session IV - Combination Strategy 
Chairpersons: Gerardo Botti, Giuseppe Palmieri 
 
09:30 – 09:50 How to establish precision medicine in metastatic melanoma, Reinhard Dummer 
09:50 – 10:10 How much better are CTLA-4 + PD-1 combinations than PD-1, Michael Postow 
10:10 – 10:30 Combining oncolytic therapy with checkpoint inhibitors, Igor Puzanov 
10:30 – 10:50 Combining electrochemotherapy and checkpoint inhibitors*, Corrado Caracò* 
10:50 – 11:10 Adjuvant therapy of melanoma, Sanjiv Agarwala 
11:10 – 11:30 Discussion 
11:30 – 11:45 Break 
11:45 – 12:45 Oral Communications (NO CME)* 
12:45 – 13:15 Clinical value and practice with cobimetinib-vemurefenib combination in BRAF+ metastatic 

melanoma (NO CME), Igor Puzanov 
13:15 – 13:30 Conclusions, Gerardo Botti, Giuseppe Palmieri 
13:30 – 14:15 Lunch 
 
Session V- Great Debate 
Chairpersons: Corrado Caracò, Alessandro Testori 
 
14:15 – 15:15 Symposium (NO CME) - Advancing Survival in Metastatic Melanoma* 
 Welcome and introduction* - Speaker to be defined 
  Pursuing survival today in metastatic melanoma* - Speaker to be defined 
 Research approaches to advance the field* -  Speaker to be defined 
15:15 – 15:45 Linfadenectomy Pros and contra, Jeffrey Gershenwald and Merric Ross 
15:45 – 15:55 Discussion 
15:55 – 16:25 First line choice: immunotherapy vs target therapy, Ryan Sullivan and Omid Hamid 
16:25 – 16:35 Discussion 
16:35 – 17:05  Combination vs sequencing, Igor Puzanov and Paolo A. Ascierto 
17:05 – 17:15 Discussion 
17:15 – 17:30 Break 
17:30 – 18:30 Oral Communications (NO CME)* 
18:30 – 18:45 Conclusions, Paolo A. Ascierto, Corrado Caracò, Ena Wang 
 
 
Presidency 

Paolo A. Ascierto - Unit of Melanoma, Cancer Immunotherapy and Innovative Therapy, National Cancer Institute 
“Fondazione G. Pascale” of Naples, Italy 

Corrado Caracò - Department Director of Melanoma, Soft Tissue, Muscle-Skeletal and Head-Neck, National 
Cancer Institute “Fondazione G. Pascale” of Naples, Italy 

Ena Wang - Division Chief of Translational Medicine, Sidra Medical and Research Centre, Doha, Qatar 



   

Scientific Board 

Sanjiv Agarwala - Chief of Medical oncology and Hematology, St. Luke’s University Hospital and Temple 
University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

Paolo A. Ascierto - Unit of Melanoma, Cancer Immunotherapy and Innovative Therapy, National Cancer Institute 
“Fondazione G. Pascale” of Naples, Italy 

Carlo Bifulco - Earle A. Chiles Research Institute, Robert W. Franz Cancer Research Center, Providence Portland 
Medical Center, Portland, Oregon 

Sandra Demaria - New York University School of Medicine and NYU Langone Medical Center Alexandria Center 
for Life Sciences, New York, New York 

Reinhard Dummer - Professor of Dermatology, University of Zurich Hospital, Department of Dermatology, 
Zurich, Switzerland 

Bernard A. Fox - Chief of the Laboratory of Molecular and Tumor Immunology, Oregon Health and Science 
University, Providence Cancer Center, Portland Medical Center, Oregon 

Jerome Galon - Research Director, National Institute of Health and Medical Research (INSERM), Paris, France 

Claus Garbe - University Professor of Dermatology, Division of Dermatologic Oncology Department of 
Dermatology Eberhard Karls University Tuebingen, Germany 

Giuseppe Masucci - Professor, Department of Oncology-Pathology, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 

Michael Postow - Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York, New York 

Igor Puzanov - Associate Professor of Medicine, Associate Director of Phase I Drug Development, Director, 
Melanoma Clinical Research, Director of Early Clinical Trials and Developmental Therapeutics, Director of 
Melanoma Program, Professor of Medicine and Oncology at Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, New York 

Magdalena Thurin - Program Director, Cancer Diagnosis Program, Division of Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis, 
NCI, NIH, Rockville, Maryland 

Ena Wang - Division Chief of Translational Medicine, Sidra Medical and Research Centre, Doha, Qatar 

Invited Faculty 

Sanjiv Agarwala - Chief of Medical oncology and Hematology, St. Luke’s University Hospital and Temple 
University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

Paolo A. Ascierto - Unit of Melanoma, Cancer Immunotherapy and Innovative Therapy, National Cancer Institute 
“Fondazione G. Pascale” of Naples, Italy 

Carlo Bifulco - Earle A. Chiles Research Institute, Robert W. Franz Cancer Research Center, Providence Portland 
Medical Center, Portland, Oregon 

Gerardo Botti - National Cancer Institute “Fondazione G. Pascale” of Naples, Italy 

Corrado Caracò - Director of Department Melanoma, Soft Tissue, Muscle-Skeletal and Head-Neck, National 
Cancer Institute “Fondazione G. Pascale” of Naples, Italy 

Michale Davies - Associate Professor, Department of Melanoma Medical Oncology, Department of Systems 
Biology, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Texas 

Sandra Demaria - New York University School of Medicine and NYU Langone Medical Center Alexandria Center 
for Life Sciences, New York, New York 

Reinhard Dummer - Professor of Dermatology, University of Zurich Hospital, Department of Dermatology, 
Zurich, Switzerland 

Soldano Ferrone - Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts 

Thomas F. Gajewski - Oncology and Immunology Professor, Department of Pathology and Department of 
Medicine, Section of Hematology/Oncology, Chicago, Illinois 



   

Claus Garbe - Division of Dermatologic Oncology Department of Dermatology Eberhard Karls University 
Tuebingen, Germany 

Jeffrey Gershenwald - Professor, Department of Surgical Oncology, Division of Surgery, The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas 

Omid Hamid - Director, Clinical Research and Immunotherapy at The Angeles Clinic and Research Institute, Los 
Angeles, CA 

Jason Luke - Assistant Professor of Medicine at University of Chicago Medicine, University of Chicago Medicine, 
Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science, Chicago, Illinois 

John Kirkwood - Usher Professor of Medicine, Dermatology and Translational Science, Melanoma Program, 
University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Francesco M. Marincola - Distinguished Research Fellow Immuno Oncology, Redwood City, California 

Giuseppe Masucci - Professor, Department of Oncology-Pathology, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 

Janice Mehnert - Director, Phase I and Developmental Therapeutics Program, Cancer Institute of New Jersey, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 

Nicola Mozzillo – President Emeritus of Italian Society of Oncological Surgery, Honorary President of 
Melanoma Foundation, Naples, Italy 
Giuseppe Palmieri - Unit of Cancer Genetics, Institute of Biomolecular Chemistry, National Research Council, 
Sassari, Italy 

Michael Postow - Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York, New York 

Igor Puzanov - Associate Professor of Medicine, Associate Director of Phase I Drug Development, Director, 
Melanoma Clinical Research, Director of Early Clinical Trials and Developmental Therapeutics, Director of 
Melanoma Program, Professor of Medicine and Oncology at Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo, New York 

Merrick Ross - Professor, Department of Surgical Oncology, Division of Surgery, The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas 

Stephen Schoenberger - Professor of Immunology, La Jolla Institute for allergy and immunology, University of 
California, San Diego, California 

Ryan J. Sullivan - Assistant Professor, Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Assistant Professor, 
Hematology/Oncology, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts 

Magdalena Thurin - Cancer Diagnosis Program, Division of Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis, NCI, NIH, Rockville, 
Maryland 

Alessandro Testori - Chairman gruppo chirurgico EORTC melanoma Group Brussels 
Ena Wang - Division Chief of Translational Medicine, Sidra Medical and Research Centre, Doha, Qatar 

 
 
 
  
 


